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PatternDrafting 101
Part Eight: Eight-Pointed Stars

by Marie Shire r and Kathryn Wright

This series of lessonshas covered many kinds of traditional blocks , including those
basedon grids as well as Log Cabin and Pineapple blocks .Another category offavorite block

patterns is e ight-pointed s tars . These blocks may look complex, but they actually are among the eas ies tof
patterns to draft. As with most drafting, you'll find that the bas ic block is jus t the beginning.

Countless variations are jus t a few lines away.

Arrow Star

Two Colors

Ris ing Star
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There are two bas ic types of e ight-
pointed s ta r blocks : one type has
the s ta r s tanding on two points (as

a t the le ft), and the other has the s ta r
s tanding on one point (as a t the right).
They are both very easy to draft-perhaps
even eas ie r than many of the block pa t-
te rns we have discussed so far in this se -
ries of lessons . Bes t of a ll, dra fting these
blocks does not require any arithmetic.
While you are se tting as ide your ca lcu-

la tor, ge t out your compass . Not the kind
for loca ting due North, though. Ins tead,
find or purchase a drafting compass . The
inexpens ive kind sold in most discount
s tores can work well for you if the angle
is secure (does not shift) and if the pencil
can be sharpened. You will know you
have a problem with shifting if you draw a
circle and the end of the line does not
match the beginning. If tha t happens , you
might want to trea t yourse lf to a compass
tha t can be tightened with a screw for
maximum accuracy and cons is tency.
The two bas ic types of e ight-pointed

s ta rs we are working with have an impor-
tant characte ris tic: the dis tance from
point to point is equa l a ll a round the s ta r.

With e ight-pointed s ta rs , you can draft
blocks of any s ize (a block tha t measures
113;\6"is no more difficult than a block
tha t measures 12"), and any kind of paper
will work. Graph paper is probably s till
the bes t choice , mainly because it will be
very easy to draw the finished square .
Le t's work through the s imple s teps for

drafting both types of bas ic e ight-pointed
s ta rs . Notice tha t the s teps for both types
are very s imila r. You'll a lso find tha t this
kind of drafting re lies mostly on connect-
ing points or marks ins tead of on measur-
ing. As a lways , use a sharp pencil and a
s tra ight rule r.
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.:. S teps for Drafting Blocks .:.
Tha t Stand on Two Points

1. Draw a square of any s ize .
2. Find and mark the cente r.

One way to find the cente r is to
fold the paper in ha lf both from
side to s ide and from top to bot-
tom. Or you can measure to find
the cente r.
3. Mark horizonta l and vertica l

cente r lines .
4. Mark both diagona l lines by

connecting the block corners .
5. Open the compass to exactly

match a diagona l line from the
cente r to one corner. Be sure the
compass s tays se t a t this opening.
6. Use the compass to mark

this dis tance from all corners . You
will have e ight marks on the block
edges (two marks made from each
corner).
7. Connect the marks as

shown.
8. Darken portions of the hori-

zonta l, vertica l, and diagona l lines
to comple te e ight diamond shapes ,
four corner squares , and four edge
triangles .
9. Erase lines or add lines as

shown for block varia tions . Many
other varia tions can be eas ily
drafted s imply by adding more
lines .

.:. S teps for Drafting Blocks .:.
Tha t Stand on One Point

1. Draw a square of any s ize .
2. Find and mark the cente r as

in s tep 2 above .
3. Mark horizonta l and vertica l

cente r lines .
4. Mark both diagona l lines by

connecting the block corners .
5. Open the compass to exactly

match a horizonta l or vertica l line
from the cente r to one s ide . Be
sure the compass s tays se t a t this
opening.
6. Use the compass to mark

this dis tance on each diagona l
line . The eas ies t way to do this is
to lightly draw a circle and darken
the circle as it crosses the diago-
na l lines . You will have four dark-
ened marks .
7. Connect the marks and other

points as shown.
8. Darken portions of the hori-

zonta l, vertica l, and diagona l lines
to comple te four la rge kite shapes ,
four small kite shapes , plus e ight
background pieces .
9. Erase lines or add lines as

shown for block varia tions .

Next month: Hexagons and
s ix-pointed s ta rs .
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